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No. Lesson Name Lesson Description 

1 Introduction: 

Jonah 

Welcome to Course B! In this lesson, we’ll read selections from 

the first chapter of Jonah and use these verses to help us review 

some of the important material from Course A. In addition to 

grammatical topics like construct chains, the definite article, 

verbs, etc., we’ll also discuss the geographical, cultural and 

historical background of this story. 

2 Jonah, con't In this lesson we’ll continue reading and discussing the book of 

Jonah. In addition to reviewing important grammatical topics 

such as pronominal suffixes, Hebrew word structure, etc., we’ll 

also learn something new about the Hebrew preposition ִמן 

“from.” In our discussion about the cultural and historical 

background of the text, we’ll look at some aspects of Hebrew 

poetry. 

3 Jonah in 

Nineveh 

In this lesson, we’ll continue our reading in the book of Jonah 

and see how the people of Nineveh respond to God’s warning. 

We’ll also discuss how (and why!) the writer of Jonah connects 

this story to various other biblical texts. During our reading, 

we’ll review some important Hebrew vocabulary related to 

things like kingdoms, body parts, animal groups, etc. 

4 East of 

Nineveh 

In this lesson, we’ll finish reading the book of Jonah and see 

how and why the author’s language here echoes other verses 

from this book. We’ll also spend some time reviewing important 

concepts about Hebrew nouns and adjectives, using examples 

from Jonah 4. In addition to our discussion of the grammar, 

we’ll learn about some Hebrew concepts of the natural world. 

5 Participles In this lesson, we’ll learn about the form of the Hebrew 

participle. We’ll also read some biblical texts to see how the 

participle can be used either as a noun, an adjective, or a verb. 

We will focus the second half of our discussion on how the 

participle functions within the relative verbal system of Hebrew. 

6 Imperatives In this lesson, we’ll learn about the form of the Hebrew 

imperative. We’ll also examine some biblical texts to see how 

the imperative can express the will of the speaker in different 

ways: direct command, request, permission, etc. 

7 The Birth of 

Moses 

In this lesson, we’ll read selections from the story of Moses’ 

birth and discuss some of the cultural and historical background 

of this text. We’ll also use these verses to review various 

grammatical topics, especially the participle and the imperative. 

8 The Infinitive 

Construct 

In this lesson, we’ll learn about a nominal verb form called the 

“infinitive construct.” We’ll explore different ways in which this 

form can be combined with prepositions and suffixes. 



 

Throughout the lesson, we’ll also read texts about Abraham, 

Jehoshaphat, and other biblical characters to see how the 

infinitive construct is used in biblical Hebrew. 

9 The Infinitive 

Absolute 

In this lesson, we’ll discuss the “absolute” form of the Hebrew 

infinitive. We’ll learn what this form looks like and how it is 

different from the infinitive construct. We’ll also explore some 

of the most common uses of the infinitive absolute in Hebrew, 

examining texts from all three major groups of biblical 

literature: the Torah, the Writings, and the Prophets. 

10 Joseph and His 

Brothers 

In this lesson, we’ll begin reading the story of Joseph’s reunion 

with his brothers in Egypt. We’ll discuss Judah’s rhetorical 

skills and how he uses all the tools of “polite Hebrew” to make 

Joseph listen favorably to his speech. We’ll also learn how 

Hebrew gives an immediate prohibition (“don’t do!”) and how it 

expresses the concept “to have.” 

11 Pronominal 

Suffixes with 

Plural Nouns 

In this lesson, we’ll review the pronominal suffixes we talked 

about in Course A and learn what these suffixes look like when 

they are attached to plural nouns. While we read biblical texts to 

see examples of these suffixes in action, we’ll discover that they 

can also appear on prepositions. 

12 Object Suffixes 

for Verbs 

In this lesson, we’ll learn that if a pronoun is the direct object of 

a verb, it can be attached to that verb as a suffix. We’ll learn 

what these object suffixes look like and see examples of how 

they are used in the biblical text. We’ll also look at how they 

compare to other types of suffixes we have learned in previous 

lessons. 

13 Joseph Reveals 

Himself 

In this lesson, we will continue our discussion of Joseph’s 

reunion with his brothers in Egypt. We’ll encounter a special 

form of the Qatal verb in our reading and see how various 

prepositions take different forms of the pronominal suffixes. 

We’ll also discuss some new Hebrew idioms and see how the 

author’s cultural perspective affects his view of geography. 

14 Binyanim: The 

Hebrew Verbal 

System 

In this lesson, we’ll give a general orientation to how the 

Hebrew verbal system is structured. We’ll learn that just like 

with nouns, each Hebrew verb is made up of both a root and a 

pattern that help us to understand its meaning. We’ll discuss the 

relationship between the different Hebrew verb patterns (the 

binyanim) that we will meet in our upcoming lessons. 

15 The Piel Verb In this lesson, we will focus on the Piel binyan, the active 

member of the doubled stem. We will learn what the Piel verb 

looks like in the different conjugations (Qatal, imperative, etc.) 

we have already learned in the Qal binyan. During our 

discussion, we will read several verses from the book of Genesis 

so that we can see the Piel verb in action. 

16 The Pual Verb In this lesson, we will focus on the Pual binyan, the passive 



 

member of the doubled stem. We will learn what the Pual verb 

looks like in its different conjugations (Qatal, Yiqtol, etc.). By 

taking a look at the stories of Job and Samson, we will also be 

able to compare the forms of the Pual verb with the forms of the 

Qal and Piel binyanim. 

17 Judah’s Sons In this lesson, we will begin reading the story of Judah and 

Tamar in Genesis 38. We will discuss the cultural context of this 

narrative and explore its connections with the story of Ruth. As 

we read, we will review previous material like the object 

suffixes and the Piel and Pual binyanim. We will also learn how 

guttural letters can affect the form of Piel and Pual verbs. 

18 The Nifal Verb In this lesson, we will focus on the Nifal binyan, the stem that is 

characterized by a prefixed letter נ. We will learn what the Nifal 

verb looks like in each of its different conjugations (Qatal, 

imperative, etc.). In our class exercises and in the biblical verses 

that we will read, we will see how the Nifal can express a 

passive, reciprocal, or reflexive voice. 

19 The Hitpael 

Verb 

In this lesson, we will learn about the Hitpael binyan, which is 

the third member of the doubled verb group. We will discuss its 

two primary voices, reflexive and reciprocal, and look at how 

this verb appears in its various conjugations. We will also 

examine several examples of this verb in the stories of Abraham, 

Jacob, and Isaiah. 

20 Judah and 

Tamar 

In this lesson, we will continue reading the story of Judah and 

Tamar in Genesis 38, and we will discuss how the writer 

purposefully chooses his words in this narrative. We will find 

examples of each of the binyanim we have learned up to this 

point, and we will discover that we can recognize these 

binyanim even when unusual letters like gutturals change their 

form slightly. 

21 The Hifil Verb In this lesson, we return to our discussion of the Hebrew verbal 

system and learn about the Hifil verb, the active causative 

binyan. While we learn about the unique morphology of this 

verb, we will also compare this form to the previous binyanim 

we have learned. Finally, we will read some examples of Hifil 

verbs in the biblical text and see how much we are now able to 

translate!  

22 The Hufal 

Verb 

In this lesson, we will finish our discussion of the Hebrew 

binyanim by learning about the morphology and voices of the 

Hufal binyan, the passive member of the causative verb group. 

As we read biblical texts to find examples of the Hufal verb 

form, we will also be able to contrast this verb with its active 

counterpart, Hifil, and with the other binyanim we have learned. 

23 Tamar 

Succeeds 

In this lesson we will continue the story of Judah and Tamar. We 

will find examples in the text of the different verbs we have 

learned, and we will review the characteristics of all seven 



 

Hebrew binyanim. We will also discuss some peculiarities of the 

Hebrew language: Is the same root always used with the same 

meaning? Can the Hifil binyan have a passive that is not Hufal? 

24 Participles, 

con’t 

While we finish reading the story of Judah and Tamar in this 

lesson, we will encounter the participle in several unfamiliar 

forms. We will discover what the participle looks like in each 

one of the new binyanim we have learned. Returning to the final 

verses of Genesis 38, we will also examine how the characters 

and motifs here fit into the broader story from Abraham to 

David. 

25 Hebrew 

Adverbs 

What do Hebrew adverbs look like? In this lesson, we will learn 

about some different ways in which adverbs are formed in the 

Hebrew language. We will find examples in the biblical text of 

each type of adverb. Our examples will include some verses that 

we read in Course A, but now have the Hebrew understanding to 

translate more completely! 

26 David, Nabal 

& Abigail 

In this lesson we will read and discuss the story of David, Nabal 

and Abigail in 1 Samuel 25. Wordplay, characterization and 

skillful rhetoric are a few of the literary techniques we see the 

writer use here. During our discussion, we’ll review some of the 

verb forms we have studied up to this point. We’ll also learn 

how Hebrew turns the Qal participle into a passive verb. 

27 Relative 

Clauses 

In this lesson we will learn how to understand “relative clauses,” 

phrases that describe a noun just like an adjective does. We will 

compare the Hebrew syntax to English in order to see how best 

to translate these phrases. We will also find examples of the two 

Hebrew relative particles in different genres of the biblical text 

and examine how they are used in various contexts. 

28 The Dual Form 

& Numbers 

In this lesson, we will learn what Hebrew numbers look like in 

both the masculine and feminine genders. We will also discover 

that Hebrew has a special suffix to mark nouns that come in 

pairs, and we will explore some different situations in which this 

“dual form” appears. As usual, we will look into the biblical text 

for examples. 

29 Creation & 

Pronominal 

Suffixes 

In this lesson, we’ll read and discuss the creation story in 

Genesis 1-2, specifically the verses about the creation of the 

woman. We’ll hear some of the Jewish midrashim on this text 

and see how they interact with the Hebrew here. As we read, 

we’ll encounter several different kinds of pronominal suffixes, 

and we’ll learn what these suffixes look like on feminine plural 

nouns. 

30 Where We’ve 

Been 

See how far we have come! In this meeting, we’ll begin by 

reading a few verses (without translation) about the patriarch 

Isaac. We’ll focus in on some verb forms and other grammatical 

subjects we find here and remind ourselves what we’ve learned 

this semester. Then we’ll return to the verses and see how much 



 

we can translate with all the Hebrew knowledge we now have. 

 

 



 

  
 


